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Commander’s Corner

| would like to thank everyone who volunteered for
the picnic, without you we couldn’t have pulled it off.
Thanks to all who showed up and hopefully had enough
to eat and drink, to those who dunked the Senior Vice,
Ladies Auxiliary President, the Commander, and the
young man who got tired of dunking people and volun-
teered to get dunked himself. To those who could not
make it, you missed a fun time, hopefully you can at-
tend next years festivities.

Now on to more serious matters. To paraphrase the
opening to the meetings, we are admonished to set
aside petty jealousies and personality conflicts to work
for the good of the order. Unfortunately, we seem to
have become a collection of third graders fighting on
the playground, nothing physical, just rumors, whispers,
and innuendo. | would have thought that we would be
past that stage and hopefully pulling together for the
betterment of our Post.

| was kind of hoping, or wishing or maybe in my child-
ish naivety, that this would carry over after the meet-
ings and we could all continue to work together.
However, the reality of the situation is this, there are
way too many factions working at a myriad of cross
purposes to ever hope for any accommodation to hap-
pen.

We all have to pull together, to get this monster
turned around and get the Post back on track to reach
its full potential. This will allow us to serve our mem-
bers, central Ohio Veterans, and to become a valued
contributor to the Community.

Correctly or not, | base my opinion of a lot of folks
based on the following - WOULD | GO TO WAR
WITH THAT PERSON? Unfortunately, my observation
is that there are very few that fit this criteria.

| would have hoped, given our common background
that qualifies us for membership in this organization,
that it would be higher. But perhaps | live in a fan-
tasy land where the grass is blue and the sky is
green and all Veterans want to help each other.

| accepted this obligation with the hope we could
move forward to make the Post a better place for
all, obviously | thought | could/would get support
not whispering campaigns. | will continue to try to
make improvements; however, to accomplish this
we all need to work together, not at cross pur-
poses.

DATES TO REMEMBER:

| September - Labor Day

2 September - V-] Day - Japan signed formal sur-
render, 1945

3 September - Treaty of Paris ended the Revolu-
tionary War, 1783

| | September - 7 Anniversary of the Attack on the
United States

|7 September - Citizenship Day/Constitution Day
I8 September - Air Force established 1947

|9 September - POW/MIA Recognition Day

29 September - US Army established, 1789

If Post members want to know what happens during
the Post meetings, they need to actively participate
in them, not sit and whine about decisions that are
made.

It is your Post, please participate in the meetings.

Alan Perlman
Commander
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Ladies Auxiliary President

Hope everyone had a good time at the picnic. It was a
nice day.

A new year has began so we need all the help we can
get to work on our programs this year. | have not filled
all of the chairmanships so if you can help please come
to next months meeting. You can also call me at 614-
402-7993. Our meetings are the second Monday of
every month.

Don't forget to come out to our dinners the first Fri-
day of every month. For Sept. though we will have our
dinner on Sept. 19th. This is the nite of the MIA-POW
vigil. We will be having Beef and Noodles, mashed po-
tatoes, a veg. and roll for $7.00. We will need dona-
tions of food for the men and ladies who will be march-
ing all nite long. Please let me know what you will be
bringing. We could also use volunteers to stay and help
putting out the food for them during the nite. This year
our vigil is once again the District || Vigil so please
plan to attend.

Founder's Day is Sept .27 at Greenlawn Cemetery we
will be marching with the colors so please plan to at-
tend.

Please make sure that you take time out of your busy
schedule to remember those who died on 9-11,and
keep those who are fighting to stop the terrorist in
your thoughts and prayers.

To those who are sick | hope you are better soon and
for those who have lost loved ones you have our sym-
pathy.

Mary Shop
Auxiliary President  614-402-7993
Color Guard

Your Post/State Color Guard has been very busy this
past month. On July the 25th thru the 27th, we posted
our State and V.F.W. Colors at the Council of Admini-
stration meeting in Independence, Ohio (near Cleve-
land).

On Aug. Ist we traveled to Eaton Rapids, Michigan, the
site of our V.F.W. National Home, to assist with regis-
tering all of the Posts, County Councils, Districts, and
of course our State/Aux. V.F.W. Flags, so they can get
credit and recognition for this program. We also

posted the State/V.F.W. and the P.O.W./M.l.A. Flags
at the meeting held in their activity Auditorium.

While at the V.F.W. C.of A,, Cmdr. Richard Uzl in-
formed me that Past State Cmdr. Robert (Bob)
Cockrell had been taken off of life support, (Cancer
for many years) and that he had requested the State
Color Guard perform his Funeral, of course we
agreed to do so. Robert Cockrell passed on Aug.2nd,
while we were at the National Home. This presented
a major challenge, as the Funeral was scheduled for
Fri. Aug 8th at |1 1:45 a.m. in Independence, Ohio, just
outside of Cleveland, the same day as the Color
Guard Steak dinner. We met the challenge! There
were TEN COMMITTED, DEDICATED members of
this Color Guard that made this a very successful
event. Leaving on Fri. morning at 7:50 a.m. from our
Post, stopping in Sunbury at the Flying | truck stop to
pick up Cmdr. Alan Perlman, and arriving at the
Cemetery at 10:30a.m., 2hrs and 40 min. later (150
miles, 300 miles round trip) plus another 2hrs 40
mins. back to the Post, arriving at approx. 2:45
p-m., plenty of time before the start of the Steak Din-
ner.

| would like to personally say a big THANK YOU to
all of those who were able to participate in these
Special Programs and Events, you made these a great
success, again showing a great deal of respect, recog-
nition, pride and honor, for all of our Veterans and
their Families. You are the true leaders of this V.F.W.
Organization.

May God bless all of our Veterans serving in Iraq, Af-
ghanistan, around the World, and the Families of
those who have lost a loved one, or one who has not
returned home. Our Prayers are always with you.

Color Guard Captain—Gary Pfaff

POWI/MIA Vigil 19 Sept. 2008

Ceremony 7 PM at the Post Flag Memorial Area .
Ladies Auxiliary Dinner $7

We will need food donations for the Guard
Units who will be staying all night. Please bring
to the Post on Friday. All help is appreciated.

Canteen will be closed during the Ceremony
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Service Officer

| will be around the Post to help answer questions
about benefits for Veterans, Spouses and Widows,
the VA procedure and help with claims. If | don’t have
an answer, | will get it. | can be reached at 614-276-
8594 H or 614-506-1974 C. Mike Moehl

Ladies Auxiliary News

Our September Dinner will be the same night as the POW/MIA
Vigil. Please join us for a delicious meal and support our Color
Guard Units in their annual all night Vigil to bring attention to
the fact we still have many soldiers unaccounted for from wars
past.

We have been asked by the V A Hospital in Chillicothe to not
bring any books until their new Library is complete so please do
not bring to the Post until further notice.

We can always accept coffee, pop, playing cards, crossword puz-
zle books, and word puzzle books.

We are planning a yard sale in October to raise funds for our
various projects, watch for further information at the Post.

Please let Mary Shop know what you can bring to the POW/
MIA Vigil for the Color Guard Units to eat on their overnight
vigil. This is a strenuous exhausting night for these units and

units and they need our support. Your donations of soup, sand-
wiches, cookies or other snacks are greatly appreciated.

We are still collecting Campbells Soup Labels (bar codes) for
National Home and coupons to send to a Military Commissary
for their families to use. They can use them up to six months
after expiration date so if you still have some around, bring them
to the Post.

Our September meeting will be September 8th, please plan on
attending, we need your input.

Men’s Auxiliary News

I would like to announce that the Men’s Auxiliary is hav-
ing a special meeting on Wednesday September 10,
2008 at 7PM. For those members who find it difficult to attend
our meetings after the Fish Fry this will give you an opportunity
to find out what is going on with your Auxiliary. Please plan to
attend.

The September Fish Fry will be on Friday, September 5 from 6-
8PM. We are now serving two-piece ocean perch with hushpup-
pies, fries and fresh fruit for $6. Each additional piece of fish is

$1.

Men’s Auxiliary members: your $25 annual dues are due. Please
send your dues payment now to VFW Post 9473 Men’s Auxil-
iary, 1420 S. Waggoner Road, Reynoldsburg Ohio 43068.

Ron Stake President e
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